He was very much concerned about
the health of his people and had provided
them with sixty hospitals for various
diseases and several lunatic asylums.
The city of Baghdad was surrounded with
gardens and orchards with rich fruits and
palm trees, where merchants came from
all directions. Such was the prosperity of
Baghdad when the Mongols, like an ava-
lanche swept over the centres of Muslim
culture. Where once stood beautiful
hospitals, madrassahs, libraries, mosques
and gardens, there was nothing but ruins
and desolation. It is related of Herat,
the beautiful city of 100,000 people, that
when the Mongol army had marched out
of it a miserable remnant of forty people
crept out of their hiding places and gazed
horror-striken over the ruins of their city.
Similar was the fate of Baghdad. Its
beautiful mosques were used as stables by
the Mongols. Valuable munuscripts, books
of science, art and philosophy and illumi-
nated Qurans were used as litter. Ibn al-
Athar describes in a very touching manner
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